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SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA CRITICIZES ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW 
U.S. ARMS SUPPLIES TO ISRAEL 

REF: DAMASCUS 6854 

1 . SYRIAN PRESS DURING PAST TEN DAYS HAS PUBLISHED CRITICISM 

OF RECENT U.KS. ANNOUNCEMENTS OF NEW WEAPONS TO BE SUPPLIED TO 
ISRAEL. SAMPLE CAPTIONS: "FORD SUPPLIES ISRAEL WITH NEW 
EXTREMELY SECRET WEAPONS. ALLON WAS ASSURED FOLLOWING HIS 
MEETING WITH FORD AND KISSINGER— 'ISRAEL WILL GET EVERYTHING 
IT WANTS.' WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN-SUPPLYING ISRAEL WITH 
MODERN WEAPONS SERVES INTERESTS OF U.S. THERE IS NO LIMIT TO 
OUR ASSISTANCE IN PROVIDING ISRAEL WITH WEAPONS."' 

2. LOCAL PRESS BELATEDLY MENTIONED ALLON PLAN PUBLISHED BY 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. OCTOBER 20 AL BAATH COLUMNIST CLAIMED U.S. 

AND ISRAEL TRYING DELUDE WORLD PUBLIC OPINION INTO THINKING 
ISRAEL SEEKING SETTLEMENT OF MIDDLE EAST ISSUES. HOWEVER, 
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WAS MEANT TO FUEL FLAMES OF ARAB CONFLICT BY TEMPTING ONE 
OF THE CONFRONTATION STATES TO RELAX ITS GUARD." HE ASSERTED 
THAT INTERESTS OF U.S. AND ISRAEL OBLIGE THEM TO UNDERMINE 
ARAB SOLIDARITY AND REFUSE TO RESOLVE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. 

HE CONCLUDED, "THE ARABS WOULD NOT HAVE LOST SOME OF THEIR 
LANDS WERE IT NOT FOR MACHINATIONS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM." 

3. COMMENT: RATHER LACKLUSTER CRITICISM OF U.S. AND OF ALT .ON 
PROPOSAL REFLECTS PREOCCUPATION OF SYRIAN MEDIA WITH LEBANESE 
CRISIS AND ARAB SUMMIT. NOW THAT PROGRESS MADE ON SYRO- 
EGYPTIAN RECONCILIATION AND SYRO-PALESTINIAN RAPPROCHEMENT 
APPARENTLY FORTHCOMING WE ANTICIPATE GREATER FOCUS ON 
ISRAEL IN LOCAL MEDIA AND RENEWED EXPRESSION OF SUSPICIONS 
THAT U.S. ACTIONS AIM AT UNDERMINING ARAB SOLIDARITY AND 
PREVENTING MOVEMENT TOWARD PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

MURPHY 
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